[Non tumoural cerebral biopsies: an analysis of 50 cases].
Cerebral biopsy is an invasive technique with limited, specific indications in view of the potential risk of complications. We reviewed a series of 50 cases of biopsies via craniotomy done over a period of 10 years to investigate suspected non tumoural disorders. There was a predominance of space occupying lesions and treatable infections (36%) and of non diagnostic biopsies (40%). There was poor correlation between the initial clinical diagnosis and the histological findings (50 71%). There were no complications. We conclude that the indications should be better defined and, in view of the satisfactory tolerance of this procedure, the study group should be increased by using other less invasive procedures (stereotaxia).